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Annual 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AND 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


For  the  Year  1937. 


Geo.  Creasey  and  Sons,  Printers,  Hertford. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

W elwyn  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1937. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  B.  Borthwick,  Water  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  for  particulars  regarding  the  water  supply  and 
system  of  drainage. 

The  Report  has  been  compiled  as  far  as  possible  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  circular  No.  1650, 
dated  the  fourth  day  of  October,  1937. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  L.  Lewis, 
Clerk  of  the  Council  and  his  Staff  for  the  help  they  have 
given  me,  also  to  your  Sanitary  inspector,  whose  loyal 
co-operation  has  been  of  great  assistance. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


May,  1938. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

TREVOR  THOMAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  Public  Health  Officers.  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

(a)  Medical. 

TREVOR  THOMAS,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  R.C.P.S.,  London, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer. 

( b )  Sanitary  Inspector. 

C.  B.  BORTHWICK,  M.Inst.,  M.  and  Cy.E.,  M.R.San.I., 
Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Section  A. --STAT1 STICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (acres)  ...  •••  ...  ...  5,354 

Population  (Mid-year  1937)  R.G.  ...  4,022 

Population  Census,  1931  ...  ...  3,699 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rate  Book,  Dec.,  1937  ...  1,298 

Rateable  Value...  ...  ...  •••  £32,554 

Less  Railway  Reduction  ...  696 

-  £31,858 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  Rate  ...  £124 


Social  Conditions. 

Two  Parishes,  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  and  Ayot  St.  Peter,  are 
mainly  agricultural.  The  remaining  part  of  the  District  is 
becoming  urbanised  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  residents 
are  engaged  in  business  in  London. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  M.  F. 

Live  births,  Legitimate  58  45  13  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  2  2  0  estimated  resident 

qq  J y  Yg  population  ...  14*91 

Still  births,  Legitimate  110  Rate  per  1,000  live 

and  still  births  ...  16*4 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1937 
was  14*9  and  including  still  births  15*50  and  in  1936  it  wTas  14*8 
and  including  still  births  15*40. 

Deaths. 

Total.  M.  F. 

52  24  28  Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population  *12*79 

In  1936  the  corresponding  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  12*1  per  1,000  population  and  the  death  rate  for  Welwyn  in 
1936  was  7*89. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : —  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births. 

No.  29  —  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0  0  0 

No.  30 — Other  puerperal  causes  0  0 

*This  figure  is  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  crude  death  rate  by  0‘99  the 
adjusting  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

This  is  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  death  rate  of  the  district  com¬ 
parable  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  on  the  basis  of  equal  sex  and  age 
distribution. 
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There  were  three  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — - 
one  female  died  from  influenza  and  one  from  pneumonia. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1987 — 50  per  1,000  live  births. 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1987 — 58. 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  •••  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  •••  ...  ...  ...  0 


The  following  table  gives  the  cause  of  death: — 

Males. 


Scarlet  Fever  •••  ...  ...  ...  0 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  2 

Other  tuberculosis  disease  ...  ...  0 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease)  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  3 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  G 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  0 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)...  ...  ...  3 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  0 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  0 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  ...  0 

Congenital  debility  and  Malformation, 

premature  birth  ...  ...  ...  0 

Senility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  0 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  7 

Cause  ill-defined  or  unknown  ...  0 


All  causes  ...  24 


Females. 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 
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Sztion  B.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

(i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority,  see  page  2 
of  the  Report. 
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(ii)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

None  provided  for  by  this  Authority.  A  District  Nurse  is 
employed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with 
the  local  District  Nursing  Association.  The  Nurse  resides  at 
No.  7,  London  Road,  Welwyn. 

Midwives. 

Registration  and  supervision  exercised  by  the  County  Council. 

(iii)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  medical  men  practis-  - 
ing  in  the  district  can  obtain  free  bacteriological  examinations  in 
cases  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis  and  meningitis. 

The  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Hill  End  Mental 
Hospital,  near  St.  Albans. 

Provisio?i  of  Anti-toxin ,  etc. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  available  without  charge 
for  Medical  men  practising  in  the  district.  It  is  kept  at  the 
Queen  Victoria  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital,  School  Lane,  Welwyn  ; 
telephone  Welwyn  19.  A  supply  of  sterile  throat  swabs  and  Widal 
outfits  are  also  kept  at  this  Institution.  Similar  facilities  are 
available  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Elm  Gardens,  Welwyn  Garden 
City,  and  at  The  Council  Offices,  London  Road,  Welwyn. 

(iv)  New  Legislation. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  came  into  force  on  October  1st, 
1937. 


(v)  Hospitals. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  by  the  County  Council. 


Hospital. 

Situation. 

Authority. 

1. 

Tuberculosis  ... 

County  Sanatorium 

County  Council. 

2. 

Maternity 

Well  House  Hospital, 

Barnet... 

County  Council. 

3. 

Children 

5  5  5  9  9  5 

County  Council. 

4. 

Isolation 

Letchworth 

Hitcliin  and  Letchworth 
Joint  Hospital  Board. 

5. 

Smallpox 

None. 

6. 

Mental... 

Hill  End,  near  St.  Albans 

County  Council. 

7. 

*Home  for  aged 

Public  Assistance  Institu¬ 

and  infirm  ... 

tion,  Wellfield,  Hatfield 

County  Council. 

*Male  Infirmary  cases  are  admitted  to  Well  house  Home,  Barnet. 
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(vi)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases 

( b )  Non-infectious  and 

accident  cases  ... 


(c)  Maternity  Patients 


Motor  ambulance  stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Letch  worth. 

Motor  ambulance  stationed  at  (l) 
The  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital,  School  Lane,  Welwyn, 
(2)  The  County  General  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Hertford,  (3)  The  Garage  of 
Messrs.  Jenner  Parson,  Welwyn 
Garden  City  (Motor  ambulance 
of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City 
Urban  District  Council). 

As  in  ( b ). 


(vii)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Some  particulars  of  these  Institutions  are  set  out  below  : — 


Clinic. 

Maternity  and  Infant 
Welfare . 

Ante-natal  . 

Dental . 

Massage  . 


Ante-Natal  Maternity 
and  Infant  Welfare 
Orthopaedic  ... 


Tuberculosis 
Venereal  Disease  ... 


Place. 

Time. 

Date. 

Welwyn 

2  p.m. 

^Fridays. 

Welfare  Hut,  London 

Road. 

Ditto 

2  —  4  p.m, 

,  Second  Thursday 

every  month. 

Ditto 

2 — 4  p.m 

.  Alternate  Mon¬ 

days. 

Queen  Victoria  Me¬ 

2  p.m. 

Mondays,  Wed¬ 

morial  Hospital, 

nesdays  and 
Fridays. 

The  New  Hall,  Wool- 

2.30  p.m. 

Second  Tuesday 

mer  Green. 

Old  Free  School, 

Fourth  Wednesday  of  alter- 

Tilehouse  Street, 

nate 

months — January, 

Hitchin. 

March, 

May,  etc. 

Northcotts,  North 

Second  and  fourth  Mondays 

Road,  Hatfield. 

in  each  month,  11  o’clock. 

Treatment  is  carried  out  in  London  Hospitals  free 
of  cost  to  the  patients  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  County  Council. 


*Medical  Officer  attends  ist  and  3rd  Fridays. 


During  the  year,  increased  publicity  was  given  to  the  Health 
Services  in  the  district  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Circular  No.  1643  dated  30th  August,  1937. 

Leaflets  setting  out  the  facilities  available  were  distributed 
from  the  Post  Offices  and  posters  exhibited. 


Section  C.  -SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  circumstances  with  regard 
to  water  supply  during  the  year. 
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Various  samples  of  water  were'  submitted  for  analysis  in 
November.  The  report  dated  November  27th,  1937,  upon  a  sample 
of  the  public  water  supply  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  at 
Welwyn  was  as  follows: — 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES. 

Ref.  L.  3197.  91,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

London,  E.C.4. 

Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  27/11/37  from 
Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

Labelled  A.  Direct  tap  at  Dowdells  Cottage,  Ayot  St.  Peter. 
(Public  Supply  from  Welwyn  Waterworks). 

Signed  and  taken  by  C.  B.  Borthwick.  Witness :  W.  H. 


Clements.  Date  :  26/1 1/87. 

10.30 

a.m. 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000. 

Appearance 

*  .  . 

Bright — few  particles. 

Colour 

... 

Normal — Odour:  Nil. 

Reaction  pH. 

. . . 

Neutural  :  7’3. 

Free  Carbonic  Acid. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C. 

580 

Total  Solids,  180  C. 

38*5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

ri 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0‘40  Nitrites  absent 

Hardness  :  Permanent  ... 

3’5 

Temporary  ••• 

26*5 

Total 

30‘0 

Metals 

Iron:  Nil  Trace  of  zinc. 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

O’OOOl  Ammoniacal  nitrogen 
absent. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 

... 

0'0008  Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
absent 

o 

o 

00 

F. 

0’015 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml.... 
On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20°  C. 

1  day  at  37°  C. 

2  days  at  37°C. 

The  Bacillus  Coli 
Bacillus  Welchii... 


Bacteriological  Results. 

B. 

4 
1 
1 

Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 
Present  in — Absent  in  100  c.c. 


(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 


Report  /—This  is  a  bright  water  containing  a  few  particles  of 
mineral  matter  in  suspension. 
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Ifc  is  of  normal  colour,  neutral  reaction  and  hard  in  character. 
The  water  contains  no  excess  of  saline  matter,  is  free  from  metals, 
with  the  exception  of  a  negligible  trace  of  zinc  and  is  of  high 
degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  a  pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  JOHN  F.  BEALE, 

for  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling. 

The  report  dated  November  23rd,  1937,  upon  a  sample  of  the 
public  water  supply  from  Welwyn  Garden  City  Waterworks  was 
as  follows  :  — 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES. 

Hef.  L.3040.  91 ,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

London,  E.C.4. 


Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  on  23/11/37  from 
Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council. 

Labelled  :  Rising  Main,  Pumping  Station. 


Signed  and  taken  by  M. 
22/11/37.  4.30  p.m- 

Appearance 
Colour 

Reaction  pH.  ... 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C. 

Total  Solids  180°C . 

Chorline  in  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Hardness — Permanent 
Temporary 

Total 

Metals... 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

* 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  lirs.  at  80°F... 


Stockdale.  Witness — Hall.  Date 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  100,000. 
Clear  and  bright. 

Normal — Odour  Nil. 
Neutral  7’1.  Free  Carbonic 
Acid. 

490 
32'5 
1*2 

0'36  Nitrites  Absent. 

7*5 

22/5  _ 

30*0 

Absent 

O’OOOO  Ammoniacal 

Nitrogen. 

0*0010  Albuminoid 

Nitrogen. 

0*015 


Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 

On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20°C.  ...  2 

,,  ,,  1  days  at  37°C.  ...  1 

,,  ,,  2  days  at  37°C.  ...  1 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ...  ...  Present  in — Absent  in  100c. c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  ...  ...  Present  in — Absent  in  100c. c. 

( B .  Enteritidis  Sporogenes). 


8 


Report  : — This  sample  is  clear  and  bright,  of  normal  colour,  and 
neutral  in  reaction.  It  is  hard  in  character,  but  not  to  excessive 
degree,  contained  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral  matter  in  solution, 
is  free  from  metals  and  of  good  organic  (purity)  quality  and  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  therefore  considered  pure  and  wholesome  waiter,  suitable 
for  the  purpose  of  public  supply. 

(Signed)  E.  V.  SUCKLING, 

for  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling. 

The  Report  upon  the  water  from  the  Public  Pump  at  Ayot 
Green  (near  Great  North  Road)  was  as  follows  : — 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES. 

91,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
London,  E.C.4. 

Ref.  L.B198.  1st,  December,  1937. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  a  sample  of 
water  received  27/11/37  from  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

Source  C.  Ayot  Green  Pump.  26/11/37 — 10  a.m.  Signed 
and  taken  by  C.  B.  Borth wick.  Witness  W.  IT.  Clements. 

Number  of  Colonies  per  cubic  centimetre  or  millilitre 

of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  20°C.  in  3  days  ...  12 

Number  of  colonies  per  cubic  centimetre  or  millilitre 

of  water  growing  upon  Agar  at  37°C.  in  1  day  ...  1 

in  two  days  ...  1 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  producing 
acid  and  gas  in  Bile-Salt  Lactose 
Broth  after  2  days  incubation  at 

37°C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  containing 

the  Bacillus  Coli  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  giving  the 
reaction  of  the  Bacillus  Welchii 

(Bacillus  Entertidis  Sporogenes)  Absent  in  100  c.c. 

This  is  a  bright  water  containing  a  few  particles  of  mineral 
matter  in  suspension. 

Bacteriologically  it  is  of  the  highest  degree  of  purity. 

It  is  a  pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  John  F.  Beale. 

for  Drs.  Beale  and  Suckling. 
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Two  private  supplies  at  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  were  sampled . 
The  report  upon  on  one  was  satisfactory,  but  the  other  a  dairy 
farm  supply,  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  active  steps  were  being  taken  to  secure  a  pure  supply  for 
these  premises. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been,  during  the  year,  no  alterations  in  the 
circumstances  outlined  in  my  report  for  last  year  (1986). 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Welwyn  have  continued  to 
work  satisfactorily  and  without  nuisance. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  sludge  may  present  difficulties 
as  the  material  has  proved  to  be  not  acceptable  to  farmers  and 
others  because  it  has  very  little  manurial  value  and  its  greasy 
nature  makes  it  difficult  to  spread  and  plough  into  the  land. 

The  average  daily  flow  of  sewage  throughout  the  whole 
year  was  90,480  gallons.  The  lowest  daily  flow  was  59,000  gallons 
with  a  rainfall  of  ’01  ins.,  and  the  highest  was  208,000  gallons 
with  a  rainfall  of  ’50  ins. 

The  question  of  carrying  out  the  remaining  part  of  the  com¬ 
plete  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Welwyn  (including 
Digswell)  has  been  receiving  the  Council’s  consideration,  but  no 
definite  decision  thereon  had  been  reached  at  the  of  end  the  year. 

(iii)  Rainfall. 

The  total  rainfall  recorded  at  Welwyn  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  during  the  year  was  31'345  inches.  This  is  the  highest 
figure  recorded  for  an  annual  rainfall  during  the  past  ten  years, 
although  during  the  year  there  were  six  separate  weeks  and  two 
continuous  periods  of  more  than  14  days  (July  24tli- August  9tli 
inclusive-17  days  :  and  Sept.  26th  to  October  10th  inclusive-15  days) 
during  which  there  was  no  measurable  fall  of  rain. 

The  wettest  month  was  January  with  3'895  inches  of  rain, 
and  the  driest  month  was  July  with  1*31  inches  of  rain. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  for  the  preceding  five  years  was 
22'895  inches,  the  wettest  year  of  this  period  being  1935  with 
28’34  inches  of  rain,  and  the  driest  1933  with  15'10  inches  of  rain. 

(iv)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  in  connection  with  the  river  pollution  was  found 
necessary.  Effluent  from  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has,  as  in 
the  previous  year,  been  disposed  of  entirely  by  irrigation  on  the 
land. 
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(v)  Closet  Accommodation,  Cesspools  Etc. 

The  position  throughout  the  district  remains  almost  exacts 
as  outlined  in  my  last  annual  report  except  that  the  need  for 
extension  of  main  sewers  into  certain  unsewered  areas  has  been 
more  apparent,  and  the  difficulties  experienced  by  many  house¬ 
holders  in  trying  to  maintain  their  cesspools,  etc.,  free  of  nuisance 
have  become  more  acute. 

Three  more  earth  closets  have  been  replaced  by  water  closets 
and  main  drainage  at  Woolmer  Green.  There  now  remain  in  the 
sewered  area  only  7  premises  which  are  not  drained  to  the 
sewer. 

(vi)  Public  Cleansing. 

A  weekly  collection  by  Contract  has  been  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year.  A  covered  mechanically  propelled  vehicle  has  been 
used.  An  almost  complete  absence  of  complaints  from  ratepayers 
baars  evidence  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Contractor 
has  done  this  work. 

The  refuse  is  delivered  at  the  Council’s  tip  and  there  dealt 
with  by  the  Council’s  own  staff.  This  work  is  regularly  and  very 
carefully  supervised.  The  tip  is  maintained  free  from  vermin, 
and  normally  there  is  no  evidence  of  offensive  smell. 

(vii)  Sanitary  Inspections. 

The  following  particulars  are  additional  to  those  given  under 
Housing  ”  and  other  Headings  :  — 

Number  of  premises  visited  in  connection  with 

complaints,  suspected  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  81 


U 


Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  same 


60 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

Offensive  accumulations  of  rubbish 
Foul  ditches 
Cesspools 
Drains 

Offensive  Smells 
Waterclosets  and  Urinals 
Smoke 
Animals  ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 


2 

2 

14 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 


Total 


31 


Verbal  or  informal  written  requests  resulted  in  the  necessary 
action  being  taken  in  each  case.  No  formal  notices  were  served. 
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Section  D.— HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  ...  16 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ... 

Note  :  (i)  Unfit  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Not  in  all  respects  fit  ...  34 

(iii)  Satisfactory  ...  ...  21 

60 


60 


(i)  Made  fit  ...  ...  ...  2 

Closed  until  made  fit  ...  1 

Demolished  ...  ...  2 


(ii)  Made  fit  ...  ...  ...  9 

Work  in  hand  ...  ...  5 

Arrangement  as  to  future  use  1 

Negotiations  proceeding  ...  19 

(iii)  No  action  necessary 


5 


34 

21 


60 


(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  77 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  (49  previously)  ...  ...  11 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  13 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  (3  previously)  ...  2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  bouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

8.  Action  under  Statutory  Rowers  during  the  year  : — 

[а)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1986. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  18  of  the  Hous¬ 

ing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders...  ...  2 

(iii)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  made  fit  follow¬ 

ing  an  undertaking  given  by  the  Owner  1 

Note  : — One  house  made  fit  voluntary). 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  wTere  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding . 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  5 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  48 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  12 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 


5.  Bed  Bugs. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  bed  bugs  in  Council’s  property 
and  no  new  cases  in  other  property  have  come  under  notice  during 
the  year. 

Section  E. 

(i)  Milk  Supply. 

The  Council’s  Register  includes  the  following:— 

Retail  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  20 

Wholesale  Purveyors  ...  ...  7 

Cowkeepers  (included  above)  ...  13 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

» 

Retailers  Licences  and  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued 
by  the  Council  during  1937  as  follows  : — - 

To  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ..  ...  3 

To  sell  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

It  is  understood  that  several  Cowkeepers  in  the  district  hold 
Licences  from  the  County  Council  to  produce  and  sell  milk  under 
Special  Designations.  I  am  still  without  definite  official  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  all  these  nor  am  I  aeqainted  with  any  special 
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conditions  which  may  be  attached  to  the  Licences.  During  the 
year,  notification  of  the  issue  of  one  Licence  to  produce  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  at  a  farm  in  the  district  has  been  received,  and  I 
again  suggested  that  it  is  not  possible  to  check  the  sale  of  Milk 
under  Special  Designations  unless  information  regarding  all 
Licences  issued  in  connection  with  premises  in  the  district  or 
issued  to  Cowkeepers  or  Dairymen  who  may  sell  milk  in  the 
district,  is  available. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  and  Vehicles  used  for  the  distribution 
of  milk  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  one  special 
report  has  been  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
connection  with  an  application  for  a  Licence  to  produce  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk. 

Fifteen  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  during  the  year.  Only  one  of  these  was  seriously 
below  the  customary  standard.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in 
this  instance. 

Following  a  report  received  from  another  district  that  milk 
produced  in  this  district  was  a  subject  of  a  complaint  to  the  effect 
that  tea  to  which  it  was  added  was  discoloured,  a  careful  inves¬ 
tigation  was  made.  The  only  solution  of  the  problem  suggested 
was  that  the  milk  contained  an  excess  of  iron  in  an  active  form  which 
reacted  on  the  tannin  of  the  tea.  The  milk  was  otherwise  found 
to  be  satisfactory  and  the  trouble  appeared  to  disappear  without 
its  exact  cause  having  been  ascertained. 

(ii)  Meat  and  Foods. 

Slaughter  houses,  bake  houses,  and  refreshment  places  have 
been  inspected  from  time  to  time.  No  formal  action  has  been 
found  necessary  in  connection  with  any  of  these  places. 

There  are  in  the  district 

4  Slaughter  houses 

2  Bakehouses 

3  Snack  Bars,  catering  mainly  for  drivers  of 
commercial  road  vehicles. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  with  a  view  to  maintaining 
general  cleanliness  in  these  premises. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  in  the  slaughter  houses  in  this 
district  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Cattle  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ../  63 

Sheep  and  Lambs...  ...  ...  823 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  515 
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Section  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

6 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Nine  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were  received,  5  Welwyn, 
1  Ayot  St.  Peter,  2  Digswell  and  1  Woolmer  Green. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  6  cases.  Three  of  the  scarlet 
fever  patients  were  nursed  at  home. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  In  1936,  there  were  nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
two  of  diphtheria  and  three  of  typhoid  fever  (Paratyphoid  B.) 


Tuberculosis. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

0 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1  1  rH  1—1  I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 

65  and^ 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

- 

1 

— 

Totals 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Five  new  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year.  Four 
deaths  occurred  and  1  patient  was  discharged  as  cured.  Number  of 
cases  now  on  Register — 13. 
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Section  (L— FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Including  Inspection  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.. 


Premises. 


Number  of 

Written 
Inspections.  notices. 


Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)...  ...  22 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ...  6 

Workshops  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises)...  9 

OH 

O  { 


Section  H.— MISCELLANEOUS. 

(0  Shops. 

Particulars  recorded  during  the  previous  year  have  been 
reviewed  and  no  action  thereon  has  been  found  necessary. 

One  exemption  certificate  in  connection  with  Sanitary 
Conveniences  has  been  issued. 

(ii)  Smoke  Abatement. 

A  nuisance  which  was  under  consideration  at  the  close  of 
last  year  has  been  satisfactorily  abated  by  the  raising  of  a  chimney 
stack. 

(iii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  only  one  swimming  bath  in  the  district  open  to  the 
Public.  As  previously,  the  water  supply  has  been  taken  from  the 
Council’s  mains,  and  throughout  the  season  during  which  the 
bath  has  been  open  constant  filtration  and  chlorination  has  been 
carried  out.  Frequent  inspections  have  been  made,  and  the  water 
has  always  appeared  to  be  bright  and  clear.  The  rate  of  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  water  through  the  filtration  etc.  plant  is  only  one 
complete  change  in  every  12  hours,  as  against  a  normal  require¬ 
ment  of  once  in  every  four  to  six  hours  during  which  the  bath  is 
in  use. 

Some  compensation  for  this  is,  however,  secured  by  keeping 
the  filtration  and  chlorinating  plant  running  day  and  night  during 
the  bathing  season. 

The  bath  is  emptied  at  the  end  of  each  season. 
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